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SUBJ: EFFORTS TO RESOLVE MINERS STRIKE STEPPED UP 

REP: LA PAZ 271 

1 . MINERS AT CAT A VI AND SIGLO XX HAVE BEEN ON STRIKE 
SINCE JANUARY 13 WHEN THE SECURITY FORCES CLOSED 4 
RADIO STATIONS IN THE MINING AREAS. DESPITE THE FACT 
THAT THE MILITARY HAVE HAD THE LLALLAGUA AREA SEALED 
OFP FOR ABOUT A WEEK IN A MOVE DESCRIBED TO THE PRESS BY 
COL. JUAN FERNANDEZ, CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE SECOND DIVISION, 
AS AN ATTEMPT TO PRESSURE THE MINERS TO RETURN TO WORK 
BY CUTTING OFF THEIR FOOD SUPPLIES, THE STRIKE HAS 
CONTINUED UNABATED. 

2. ON JANUARY 21, THE GOB SENT A COMMISSION TO SEEK 
CONTACT AND DIALOGUE WITH THE STRIKING MINERS. THE 
COMMISSION INCLUDED JAVIER ARCE, PRESIDENTIAL PRESS 
SECRETARY, EVIDENTLY IN AN EPFORT TO SHOW THAT THE 
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JORGE ESPANA, THE MINISTRY OF LABOR'S MOST EXPERIENCED 
MEDIATOR OF LABOR CONFLICTS, AND HUGO REVILLA, COMIBOLS 
CHIEF OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
THIS COMMISSION WILL BE ABLE TO START MEANINGFUL TALKS 
WITH THE MINERS. 

3. THE GOB ALSO ASKED THE CHURCH TO NAME A MEDIATOR 
TO ASSIST IN THE RESOLUTION OF THIS CONFLICT. THE 
PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE BISHOPS CONFERENCE MEETING 
IN COCHABAMBA (SEE SEPTEL) CHOSE MONSENOR RENE 
FERNANDEZ, BISHOP OF ORURO, FOR THIS TASK. THE GOB'S 
DECISION TO ASK FOR CHURCH MEDIATION OF THIS CONFLICT 
WAS SURPRISING IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE CHURCH 
WHICH RUNS ONE OF THE RADIOS CLOSED BY THE GOB WAS A 
PARTY TO THE BASIC CONFLICT WHICH TOUCHED OFF THE 
STRIKE. 

4. THE DESPATCH OF THE COMMISSION AND THE REQUEST FOR 
CHURCH MEDIATION INDICATE THAT THE GOB HAS CHOSEN THE 
PATH OF CONCILIATION IN ITS EFFORTS TO GET THE MINERS 
BACK TO WORK. IT WOULD SEEM THAT THIS PATH HAS MOST 
LIKELIHOOD OF SUCCESS. 
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